HTS 2803  PUBLIC HISTORY

Dr. David L. Morton, Jr., PhD.

DM Smith 308

(404) 894-2185

Office hours: MWF by appointment only

Required Readings (Note: unless noted, these are available at Engineers Bookstore) 

Susan Porter Benson, et al., Presenting the Past 
James W. Loewen, Lies Across America 

Tony Horwitz, Confederates in the Attic 

Plus other readings available as electronic resources or on electronic reserve at the library (see below)
Grading:

Midterm 20 %

Final project 20% 

Short assignments, presentations, and mandatory events 60%

Attendance policy and penalties for late work: there is no attendance requirement. However, no work will be accepted early or late, but will only be accepted in-class at the time designated by Dr. Morton. There will be numerous graded in-class activities. You will receive a 0 for any graded activity or assignment that you are unable to turn in on-time (or complete in class, depending on the assignment) for any reason. If you do not complete, on-time, either the mid-term or the final project for any reason, you will automatically receive an F for the class. There will be no opportunities for making-up any graded assignment. These policies are not negotiable.
The following is a tentative schedule for this class. 

INTRODUCTION

January 10 Introductory Lecture


Reading assignment: read Presenting the past: introduction and chapter 1

Assignment: Review a corporate web site and prepare a written review of its historical content, according to the guidelines discussed in class. 
FREELANCE/POPULAR WRITING, CONSULTING, CORPORATE HISTORY, AND PUBLISHING


Jan. 12 Lecture on Research/Writing Careers related to public history



Assignment due: Criteria-based review of a corporate history web site


Reading assignment: read Presenting the Past, chapters 2, 3, & 4


Jan. 14 Class discussion of Chapters 1-4, Presenting the Past


Assignment due:1 page reflection paper on chapters 2-4, Presenting the Past
Reading Assignments: 

Presenting the Past chapter 11

Kantrow, Alan M. (ed.) "Why History Matters to Managers. Harvard Business Review (January-February 1986): 81-88.

Lewis, W. David, and Wesley P. Newton. "The Writing of Corporate History (Delta Air Lines." The Public Historian 3, No. 3 (Summer 1981): 63-74.
Jan. 17- Holiday- No class
Bryant, Karl. "The Public Historian and Business History: A Question of Ethics." The Public Historian 8, No. 1 (Winter 1986): 31-38.
Assignment: Prepare a 1-page reflection, based on the readings above, based on the directions provided in-class by Dr. Morton.

Jan. 19 Lecture on the Strategic uses of corporate history

Assignment due: 1-page reflection paper on public history
Reading assignment: Chapters 1-3, Confederates in the Attic
Jan. 21 Discussion/Cancelled
THE WEB


Jan. 24 Reviewing the state of the art in historical research and presentation for the Web

Reading assignment: Mike Wallace, “The Virtual Past: Media and History Museums,” in Mickey Mouse History, pp. 101-114 (electronic reserve).
Assignment: Prepare a 1 page reflection paper on Mickey Mouse History, pp. 101-114

Jan. 26 Introduction to Web design

Assignment due: 1 page reflection paper on Mickey Mouse History, pp. 101-114


Jan. 28 Editing and using photographs for historical presentations



Assignment: Photo acquisition, editing, and composition


Jan. 31 Technical instruction in using the Web for presenting history (Guest lecturer)
Assignment due: Photo acquisition, editing, and composition 
Assignment: Create a simple historical web site.
February 2 Tutorial on Camera work 

Assignment due: Simple historical web site
Assignment: Create a film called “my room” (this will be due later in the course)
Assignment: Review a historical web site and prepare a 1-2 page  review based on criteria discussed in class 


Feb. 4 In-class presentations of Criteria-based web site reviews

Assignment due: Criteria-based web site reviews

DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING AND VISUALIZING HISTORY
Feb. 7 Lecture on documentary filmmaking

Reading assignments

Presenting the Past, chapters 5 & 16

Erik Barnouw Documentary: A History of The Non-Fiction Film (chapter 1, pp. 3-30) (electronic reserve) 
Assignment: 1-page reflection on Barnouw, chapter 1

Feb. 9 (Was guest speakers, but they bailed) 

Assignment due: 1-page reflection on Barnouw, chapter 1

Assignment: Modify your personal bio web page to include 1) a table dividing the page into two sections and 2) a new navigation area including several hyperlinks. Use Dreamweaver to create the page. Post it to the web, email it to me, or turn it in on a disc.
Feb. 11 Viewing films 1: Viewing and discussion of Edison-era  documentaries 

Reading assignment: Alan Rosenthal, Writing, directing, and producing documentary films and videos. (Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1996), introduction and chapter one (electronic resource available via the library web site) 

Feb. 14 Viewing films 2- More historical documentaries: Nanook of the North



Instructions for final projects will be distributed today
Feb. 16 Viewing films 3 – Even more historical documentaries: Ken Burns and John Michalczyk
Assignment: Create a storyboard based on criteria discussed in class

Feb. 18 Discussion/Presentation of storyboards


Assignment due: Be prepared to present and discuss your storyboard
Feb. 21 Technical instruction on editing the film “my room” on Imovie –Class meets in library Media Lab
Assignment: Edit and prepare “My Room” for in-class presentation (Due Feb 28)
Reading Assignments:

James Hoopes, Oral History, Chapter 1, pp. 1-19 (electronic reserve)

Cliff Kuhn, Living Atlanta : an oral history of the city, 1914-1948, (electronic reserve)
ORAL HISTORY
Feb. 23 Lecture/discussion on Oral history and readings from Hoopes and Kuhn 

Assignment: Conduct and transcribe an oral history according to the criteria discussed in class (due 4 March)
FEB. 25 MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
Feb. 28 Presentation of student films

Assignment due: Your film, “My Room” must be ready for in-class presentation

March 2.Guest speaker from Ga. Tech alumni foundation oral history project- Meet in DM Smith 
Mar. 4 Dreamweaver tutorial – Class meets in DM Smith

Assignment due: Turn in a transcript of your oral history
Reading assignment: Jean Baudrillard, “The System of Collecting,” pp. 7-24 in John Elsner, et al., eds., The Cultures of Collecting (electronic reserve)
MUSEUMS

Mar. 7 Lecture/discussion of midterm revisions and final project (midterm revisions are due March 18)
Assignment due: 1-page reflection paper on Baudrillard, “The System of Collecting”
Reading assignment: Presenting the Past chapters 8 & 10 

Mar. 9 Discussion/ Lecture on Museum Collecting and Exhibition

Mar. 11 Field Trip: Institute of Paper Science and Technology Museum: Class meets at Institute of Paper Science and Technology lobby 
Reading assignment: Mike Wallace, “The Virtual Past: Media and History Museums,”  pp. 101-114 in Mickey Mouse History and Other Essays on American Memory (on electronic reserve)
Mar. 14 Lecture on Virtual Museums
Mar. 16 Guest Speaker
No new reading assignment or assignment due
Mar. 18 No Class
Assignment due: Turn in your revised midterm essay
Reading assignments: 

Presenting the Past Chapter 9

Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (MIT, 1997), chapters to be announced (electronic resource available from GT library web site)
Mar. 21- Holiday – No Class

Mar. 23- Holiday – No Class

Mar. 25- Holiday – No Class

HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND HISTORIC PLACES 

Mar. 28 Lecture on Historic Preservation: traditions and practices 

Mar. 30 In class review of local historic places (via web)

April 1 Field Trip: Museum of Patriotism – Details TBA (no cost)
Ap. 4 Discussion of revised midterms 
Ap. 6 Lecture/discussion/website exploration of GIS software and related efforts

Reading Assignments:

Presenting the Past, chapter 6 
James W. Loewen, Lies Across America, 15-50. Discussion of reflection paper on this and 8 April assignment. 
LIVING HISTORY AND HISTORY TOURISM

Ap. 8 No Class 
Reading Assignment: James W. Loewen, Lies Across America, 177-324
Ap. 11 Introduction to Living history and History Tourism
Discussion of Loewen, Lies Across America
Ap. 13 Viewing of Hollywood Ghosts and Gravesites



Reading assignment: Presenting the Past, chapter 7

Ap. 15 Field trip: Graveyards (location TBA) 

Reading assignments 

Kenneth L. Ames, 'Meaning and artifacts: hall furnishings in Victorian America,' in The Journal of Interdisciplinary History 9 (1978), 19-46. (electronic resource available via library web site) 
Jules D. Prown, 'Mind in matter: an introduction to material culture theory and method,' in Winterthur Portfolio 17 (1982), 1-19 (electronic reserve)

Assignment: Prepare a personal material culture inventory, catalog and analysis
MATERIAL CULTURE

Ap. 18 Lecture/discussion on material culture

Assignment due: Turn in and be prepared to discuss your personal inventory, catalog, and analysis

Ap. 20 Material culture field trip – To be announced

Reading assignment: James Gregory Bradsher, editor, Managing Archives and Archival Institutions, Chapter 1, “An Introduction to Archives,” pp. 1-18
ARCHIVES

Ap. 22 Lecture/discussion on working in archives


Ap. 25 Field Trip: Ga Tech archives

Reading assignments: 

Presenting the Past, chapter 13.
T.H. Breen, Imagining The Past: East Hampton Histories (Reading, MA:  Addison- Wesley Publishing Company, 1989, “Introduction,” pp. 3-16 (electronic reserve)

Assignment: Prepare a 1-page reflection paper on Breen reading and chapter 13, Presenting the Past, following guidelines discussed in class.
LOCAL HISTORY

Ap. 27 Lecture/discussion of the uses of, and professional issues related to local history

Assignment due: Turn in 1-page reflection paper on Breen and chapter 13, Presenting the Past.
PROFESSIONAL ISSUES- JOB STRATEGIES

Ap. 29 Lecture on professional societies, the uses of conventions and meetings, and the role of governmental regulations in regard to historical work.  Internship sources; additional education
PRESENTATION OF FINAL PROJECTS/FINAL EXAM


Wed. May 4, 2:50-5:40 (tentative)

Assignment due: In-class presentation and discussion of your final project. 
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